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Help out our Pollinators!

Leslie Nelson Inman Pollinator Friendly Yards
 · 

We can save the world by sharing. Read about an excellent alternative to Mosquito spraying 
HERE: https://ui.charlotte.edu/.../try-%E2%80%98bucket-doom%E2...

WhenPeopleSprayforMosquitoesTherThinkTher'reJustKlingThis.

Swallowtails

ButTherAreActuallyDestrovingAllThis
Fireflies Dragonflies Lacewings Fritillaries

Hoverflies
AmericanBumbleBeesLongtailedSkippersKarnerBlueButterflies

HummingbirdMoths PinkSouthernMoths GreenSweatBeesGrizzledSkippers

pollinatorfriendlyyardsonfacebook andsomuchmore

August 1 at 3:37 AM
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N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
5d · 

Pollinators are vitally important to our state's agriculture industry, but did you know that NC is 
home to many unusual pollinators, not just bees and butterflies? Check out the article below 
to learn about some of them and how you can help protect and provide for them! 
#NCAgriculture  

Read more: https://shorturl.at/rxJNV
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The First Step Child Care Daycare's gardens look great! FYI, there are different gardens for each 
age group. Congrats!

First Step Child Care
1d · 

The childrens gardens of tomatoes, kale, squash, sweat peas, carrots; zucchini and string 
beans are still flourishing as of today.  I even found a big tomato that one of the kids took a 
bite out of and hid under the bush.  
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
5d · 

Adam Webb North Carolina Native Plant Society, Triad Chapter
July 31 at 7:21 PM · 

0:04 / 0:13

1 comment

5d Edited

Adam Webb
Silphium perfoliatum, Cup-plant for those interested in knowing
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North Carolina Botanical Garden
July 24 at 1:50 PM · 

It's NC Moth Week! Here are a just a handful of the many stunning moth species found here at 
the Garden. 

This Friday and Saturday, we're holding FREE Drop-In Discoveries: NC Moth Week 2023 from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. where you can learn about these incredible creatures. Learn more: 
https://ncbg.unc.edu/.../drop-in-discoveries.../2023-07-28/

Plus, if you make 10 observations of moths on iNaturalist.org by Sunday, July 30, you can get 
a super cool embroidered badge courtesy of Science Across North Carolina: 
https://scienceacrossnc.org/events/moths/

: Most photos by Mike Dunn.
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NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County
July 28 at 8:58 AM · 

In preparation for the Great Southeastern Pollinator Census on August 18-19, join the  team 
for a webinar and pep rally! Learn about the Census, how to participate in the Census, how to 
bring the Census to your community or organizations, and ask questions with the experts. 

If you want to help scientists understand what kind of insects are in your backyard, this is the 
project for you! Anyone in North Carolina can participate: citizens, Extension Master Gardener 
Volunteers, schools, teachers, students, parents, homeschool groups, businesses, non-
profits, government organizations, etc. 

This is free and open to the public!
Sign up for the webinar here: https://go.ncsu.edu/gsepcinncaugust2023

Sign up for the Great Southeast Pollinator Census here: https://gsepc.org/
(Open to residents of Georgia, South Carolina and North Carolina)

#polinators #GSEPC

GREATSOUTHEAST
PollinatorCensus

KnowledgeisPollinator
Power:ACensusPep-Rally!

UNIVERSITYOFGEORGIA

EXTENSION NCCOOPERATOR

WEBINAR:Thursday,August10,1-3p.m.

FREEWEBINARWITH

POLLINATOREXPERTS
TOLEARNABOUTPLANTS,
RESEARCHANDINSECT

IDENTIFICATION

OpentoANYONE!
MOREINFORMATIONHERE:

https://go.ncsu.edu/
gsepcinncaugust2023

NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION

ISANEQUALOPPORTUNITY
EDUCATOR
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The Pollinator Partnership
6d · 

It's almost back to school season! Learn more about our amazing School Garden Kits perfect 
for teachers, parents, administrators, and youth groups guiding students grades 3-6 through 
a discovery process that will increase their understanding of pollinators. More info can be 
found at https://www.pollinator.org/bee-smart.

#NAPPC #pollinator #pollinators #bee #bees #butterflies #birds #bats #moths 
#climatechange #climate #nativeflowers #pollinatorgarden #pollinatorconservation 
#schoolgardenkit

BeeSm
art.

JointheConversati
Native
Bees

OPOLLINATOR
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The Xerces Society
July 28 at 4:09 PM · 

Watch this monarch butterfly transform from caterpillar to chrysalis! And keep your eye out 
for more monarchs, because the annual Monarch Blitz has started!

From July 28 to August 6, the International Monarch Monitoring Blitz invites you to find 
milkweed plants and look for monarch eggs, caterpillars, chrysalises and butterflies in North 
America. Then, simply share your monarch and milkweed observations with one of several 
participating community science programs to help scientists better understand the butterfly’s 
breeding productivity, range, and timing. With so many monarchs and milkweeds across the 
continent, we rely on community scientists like you!

Learn more and get involved at monarchblitz.org!

0:03 / 1:29
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Fun times in Stokes County!!

Armstrong Artisan Farm
July 31 at 1:09 PM · 

 Exciting News!  Starting at Farm Fun Day this September, Armstrong Artisan Farm will 
be hosting LIVE MUSIC every week at noon!  Join us for toe-tapping tunes while you 
experience the perfect blend of great activities, good vibes, and live music at Armstrong 
Artisan Farm. See you there!  

#ArmstrongArtisanFarm #LiveMusic #FarmToTable #SeptemberSounds
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Extension Master Gardener
July 29 at 7:00 AM · 

How are your tomatoes growing this year? 

For questions about common tomato diseases: 
https://extension.umd.edu/.../key-common-problems-tomatoes

Do you grow heirloom tomatoes? Do you know the difference between heirloom and hybrid 
varieties?  Here is a great explanation from University of FL: 
https://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/.../heirloom-tomatoes-the.../

Here is our favorite heirloom tomato- Mortgage Lifter and the history behind it:
https://extension.wvu.edu/.../2022/05/01/heirloom-tomatoes

EXTENSION.UMD.EDU

Key to Common Problems of Tomatoes | University of Maryland Extension
What's wrong with my tomato plant, you ask? Look at photos of common tomato problems…
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Walnut Cove Farmers Market is at Cove Square.
July 26 at 1:11 PM · Walnut Cove, NC, United States · 

There will be no market tomorrow. The Walnut Cove Farmers Market has ended for the 2023 
season. Be on the lookout for a potential market next year, as we hope to see everyone for the 
2024 season.

Marketclosed
forthe2023
season

WEHOPETOSEEYOUNEXTYEAR!

NC•COOPERATIVEEXTENSION ‡N.C.ASTSTATEUNIVERSITY
NCSTATE
UNIVERSITY

WalnetCoveFarmersMarket
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Wow!! Way to go, Jay!

Mitchell's Nursery and Greenhouse is feeling proud at Mitchell's Nursery and
Greenhouse.
July 28 at 10:00 AM · King, NC, United States · 

Now that's a MATER! That thing is bigger than bread! This came out of our little backyard 
garden here at the nursery.  @Jay Mitchell  Has his hand full!
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Mitchells
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So happy to see the kids gardening efforts are paying off! This is the first year for their gardens!!! 

First Step Child Care
6d · 

7.28.2023 We have some pretty amazing carrot harvesters at First Step.  The only problem is 
that they eat more than they put up. .

+4
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The Xerces Society
July 27 at 3:22 PM · 

Insects are in decline across the board and pesticide overuse is undeniably one of the leading 
causes. The Xerces Society and our coalition partners are working with state governments to 
regulate pesticide use and availability. 

This spring, bills were introduced to state legislatures across the nation addressing pesticide 
regulation, reflecting increased awareness among lawmakers about pesticide impacts on 
pollinators and other wildlife. Several of these bills have already been signed into law. 

Learn more: 

XERCES.ORG

States Make Way for Pesticide Reforms
Xerces is working with several state legislatures to advance policies that regulate pesticid…
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RH Garden Club
July 25 at 8:03 AM · 

RH Garden Club had such a Spectacular Time last evening at Ann and Ed's home. Everyone 
enjoyed exploring the flower beds. It was a real treat to see how beautiful their yard turned out 
this year. It was evident that much care and attention was put into making this event one to 
remember. The food was delicious and such a variety of it. Everyone was talking and eating 
while catching up on events, such a great evening of fellowship! The ladies wants to start 
sharing each other's recipes via email. Everyone wants to say thank you to Ed and Ann  for 
opening up your home and gardens for us to visit. Attached is a few pics of the event.

+6
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July 31 at 8:38 PM · 

Walnut Cove Farmers Market updated their cover photo.
July 27 at 9:01 AM · 

STOKESCO
UNTY
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Stokes County Cooperative Extension
July 21 at 1:20 PM · 

Join us next Tuesday night for a basics of canning presentation!
Click here for more information: go.ncsu.edu/quaker-gap-community

safeplates

HomeFoodPreservation

StokesCounty

IntrotoCanning
Workshop

Thisworkshopisdesignedforanyoneinterestedinlearning
moreaboutsafelycanningfoodathome.Thisclasswillcover
appropriatecanningmethods,basicsofcanning,andsafetested

recipes.Registrationisrequired.

DateandTime:
July25th,2023
6:30-8:00PM

Location:
QuakerGap

CommunityCenter

2858FlatShoalsRd

Germanton,NC27019

Registerat:
go.ncsu.edu/intro-canning-
stokes

ContactSavannahMeyersfor
moreinformation.

Savannah_Meyers@ncsu.edu
336-593-8179

NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION ZNC.AST
NCSTATE

NCStateUniversityandN.C.A&TStateUniversityarecollectivelycommittedtopositiveactiontosecureequal
opportunityandprohibitdiscriminationandharassmentregardlessofage,color,disability,familyandmarital
status,genderidentity,geneticinformation,nationalorigin,politicalbeliefs,race,religion,sexincluding
pregnancy),sexualorientationandveteranstatus.NCState,N.C.A&T,U.S.DepartmentofAgriculture,and

localgovernmentscooperating.
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NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County
July 20 at 9:30 AM · 

On the blog: "Two Tools That Help You Garden Smarter" by Marcia Kirinus, EMGV

Unpredictable weather patterns or a relocation to a different climate can make it challenging 
to assess a plant’s adaptability to the local conditions. Fortunately, there are two valuable 
tools at your disposal: the USDA Cold Hardy Zone designation and the Horticultural Society’s 
Heat Zone designation.

 Read more about how to use these two resources to help you choose plants that will thrive 
in your garden: https://durhammastergardeners.com/.../two-tools-that.../

: Hope Duckworth (CC BY 4.0)
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July 19 at 12:13 PM · 

This post is from one of our Stokes County Master Gardeners.

Mary Royal Reynolds
July 19 at 10:04 AM · 

Pictures of the flowers around my house.

+10
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This content on your Page is visible to others Exit View As
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July 19 at 11:31 AM · 

Stokes County Cooperative Extension
July 7 · 

Stokes County Cooperative Extension is looking for an Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Agent to be a part of our team! 

Are you looking to share your horticulture knowledge and agriculture solutions with your 
neighbors? Well, NC Cooperative Extension is for you! NC Cooperative Extension provides 
research-based educational information to North Carolinians, helping them transform science 
into everyday practical solutions that enrich their lives! To apply visit this link: 
go.ncsu.edu/stokesanr

NCCOOPERATIVEEXTENSION §N.C.AST NCSTATE
UNIVERSITY

ComeworkwithStokesCounty
CooperativeExtension!

AgricultureandNaturalResourcesAgent
Horticulture,fruitandvegetable
production,beekeeping,andmore!

N.C.CooperativeExtensionisanequalopportunityprovider.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 19 at 11:31 AM · 

Stokes County Cooperative Extension
July 17 at 7:00 PM · 

Sheep Producers! If you have wool and would like to market it, bring it to the American Legion 
Post 290 Fairgrounds in King on August 14th. There is no minimum to participate in the wool 
pool. For more information on what a wool pool is and how it works, visit 
go.ncsu.edu/piedmontwool

Edited to add: we are only accepting fiber from sheep at this event. We are not accepting 
alpaca fiber.

2023WoolPool
Who?NCWoolProducers

What?Producerspoolingtheirwool
togethertoIncreasemarketability
Whenandwhere?August14th9:00amto
6:00pm|AmericanLegionPost290

Fairgrounds446SMainStreetKing,NC27021
FormoreInformation,visitgo.ncsu.edu/piedmontwool
NCCooperativeExtensionIsanequalopportunityprovider.Ifyourequireaccommodationsforthiseventplease

notifyKendraPhipps(kendra_phipps@ncsu.edu)byAugust7th.

COOPERATIVENCCOOPERATOR

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 19 at 11:30 AM · 

Orange County NC Extension Master Gardener Volunteer
July 19 at 9:46 AM · 

Watering:
One good soak, or slow deep watering is much better than 3 quick shallow watering sessions. 
If water is being soaked deep into the plant root zone, the roots of the plant will grow deep, 
reaching for moisture. Quick watering isn’t as effective because it only covers the soil surface 
and can create shallow root systems that dry out quickly.

Watering in the morning is best. This will allow the water to soak in before it evaporates from 
heat and dry wind and allows the leaves time to dry out if they get splashed.  Plants will have 
the moisture to draw from during the heat of the day. Late afternoon is second best. Avoid 
watering during the heat of the day because water will evaporate much faster.

Equipment:
A retractable hose is amazing  Another option is a steel hose. It’s light weight and doesn’t 
kink. Rain barrels collect and store water providing free water to gardeners.  Add rain  barrels 
at the end of your rain gutter downspouts to capture the water for garden usage. 

Watering from overhead sprinklers is less efficient. When watering overhead, much of the 
water is lost from evaporation or landing on pathways or sidewalks where the water isn’t 
needed.

Installing a simple drip irrigation system or using soaker hoses is the most efficient way to 
water a garden. A drip system or soaker hose is laid directly on the ground so that the water is 
right where it needs to be. It can take some time to initially set up drip systems or soaker 
hoses in the spring, but the effort is worth it when summer arrives. 

For more information on helping your yard survive the drought 
https://gardening.ces.ncsu.edu/.../help-your-yard.../

.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 19 at 11:29 AM · 

The NCSU Plant Toolbox is great!!

Surry County Extension Master Gardeners
July 18 at 3:38 PM · 

Last Summer I saw this really unusual plant growing at the edge of my neighbor’s property.  
The blooms looked very interesting and reminded me of the Sourwood tree blooms.  I asked if 
I could get a start of this bush and the neighbor agreed.  I was so glad I decided to investigate 
to see the exact name of the plant before proceeding.  I found it was the Japanese Knotwood 
(Reynoutria japonica) and is highly invasive.  So this is a lesson learned, research before 
digging up an unidentified plant.  For further information on the Knotwood, check out the 
Plant Toolbox at https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/reynoutria-japonica/.

Submitted by Janice Johnson, Master Gardener Volunteer

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 12 at 1:50 PM · 

The Agriculture & Natural Resources Extension Agent position is now posted for Stokes County! 
We need someone in this job who knows about farming, gardening, and loves to work with and 
educate people. You will mentor our experienced Master Gardener Volunteers, as we can help 
you, too! Check out 

JOBS.NCAT.EDU

Extension Agent - ANR
The Extension Agent for Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) in Stokes County is responsi…
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 12 at 1:17 PM · 

NC State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
June 20 · 

Wolfgang, NC State's very own corpse flower, is about to make a smelly debut. 

The titan arum will bloom for the first time at JC Raulston Arboretum, with an expected date of 
Wednesday, June 21. Check out the live stream for a pungent-free view: 
http://ncst.at/tA7i50OSTB6

11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 12 at 1:07 PM · 

We saw a recent video of the Corpse flower “Wolfgang” when it bloomed at the Raulston 
Arboretum. Such an awesome sight!

NC State College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
July 10 at 2:45 PM · 

When NC State's corpse flower bloomed recently, it raised a stink for a reason: to attract flies 
and carrion beetles that could help it reproduce.  

Learn about some of the more unusual pollinators that help keep our plants thriving.

CALS.NCSU.EDU

Meet Pollinators That Flap, Creep or Scurry
Bees take center stage during National Pollinator Month. But did you know that not all polli…

11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 10 at 5:49 PM · 

The Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteers enjoyed a special tour of beautiful Paul J. 
Ciener Botanical Garden in Kernersville, NC. Josh Williams, Head Gardener, led us through the 
various areas.  It was a lovely June day and we all were eager to learn about the beautiful plants 
there. His insights went into the plants and their varieties, plus included great depth into the how 
and why of the design of the various areas of the garden. It was a true in-depth learning 
experience! 

We learned about different spaces' design and the thoughts into creating theme rooms. Special 
interest categories covered were the mulching methods for flowers and paths, training the Ginkgo 
trees into espaliers, the tree borders using pleaching and the multi-colored hedging.

Please enjoy some memories at 

YOUTUBE.COM

Tour at Paul Ciener Botanical Garden
The Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteers enjoyed a special tour at the Paul J. Ciener …
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 9 at 11:02 PM · 

We can't improve on their wording about teaching these kids about gardening!

First Step Child Care
July 7 · 

The children had a great harvest of green beans, snap peas, kale and tomatoes this week.  
They enjoyed picking and sampling them.  All the vegetables they picked will be included on 
next week's menu at the center. When you teach your children the love of growing and 
harvesting their own food, they will always treasure what you have taught them the rest of 
their lifetime and will hopefully one day carry on the legacy.
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 3 · 

Head to the garden with proper "tools" to kill squash bugs. They are a roll of packaging or 
painting tape and a bit of dishwashing liquid in a hand-sized container of water with a large 
opening. These methods will cover any cucurbit:  Yellow squash, Zucchini, winter squash, 
butternut squash, melon, pumpkin, and cucumber.  Ready, Set, Go! 

The earliest form, the eggs, is the easiest to remove. Look for their copper eggs on the underside 
of the squash leaves, using the tape to remove them from the leaf. You can also use your soapy 
water or cut out that part of the leaf. 

Knock the white nymphs and brown adult squash bugs into the soapy water. Being soft-bodied, 
this kills them within a minute.  For bad infestations, you can use Insecticidal soap, preferably a 
commercial version. Homemade recipes aren't recommended by the NC Extension. 

FYI: Japanese beetles are easy to knock into the soapy water as they usually drop straight down, 
falling into your container, before they try to fly away.

Great details are found at:

WAYNE.CES.NCSU.EDU

Lookout for Squash Bugs
Squash is a popular summer vegetable we often try to grow in our gardens.
However, one challenge when growing squash is having to deal with a
common pests called squash bug. This insect can be a serious pest proble…

1 comment
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Author

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
Please refer to the pictures of a squash bug's lifecycle at
https://growingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.edu/growingsmallfarms.../ !!

GROWINGSMALLFARMS.CES.NCSU.EDU

Squash Bug

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 1 · 

See & learn about Stokes County’s interesting past! The hike crossing the creek should have  
many native plants. The time frame is before Hanging Rock State Park was formed!

Friends of Sauratown Mountains
June 30 · 

Additional Hanging Rock Educational programs

“Vade Mecum: The Chronicles”, Saturday, July 22nd at 2:00 p.m., Hanging Rock State Park 
Auditorium

Join Stokes County historian Steve Shelton at the Hanging Rock State Park auditorium for an 
in-depth look into the history of Vade Mecum Mineral Springs. Steve will discuss the circus 
owner who invested heavily into Vade Mecum, John Sparks. Sparks’ untimely death resulting 
from one of his lions mauling his arm, while visiting Vade Mecum Springs, paved the way for 
numerous legends surrounding the unique and mysterious attraction. This presentation is 
scheduled to last for one hour. To register for this free presentation, email 
Jacob.Fields@ncparks.gov.

“Go With Me” Mysteries of Mecum Tour, July 23rd at 6:00 p.m., Vade Mecum
Join Ranger Fields and hike the Vade Mecum property, uncovering pieces of the past of the 
infamous mineral springs resort, which includes the historic Cheshire Hall, rustic cabins, 
chapel, and springhouse. This will be approximately a 2-hour hike, so please come prepared 
with clothing fit for hiking, such as adequate shoes, clothing, and items such as water or 
hiking stick. Don’t forget to bring your camera! Terrain on this hike will be moderate difficulty 
totaling approximately 2 miles with creek crossings. Due to the no pets in buildings policy, 
leashed pets are discouraged. You must sign up for this program by emailing: 
Jacob.Fields@ncparks.gov. We will meet at the Vade Mecum Access at 1105 Camp Sertoma 
Drive, Westfield, NC 27053.
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Another pest is scale insects

Extension Master Gardener
May 5 · 

𝗦𝗰𝗮𝗹𝗲 𝗜𝗻𝘀𝗲𝗰𝘁𝘀 𝗼𝗻 𝗦𝗵𝗮𝗱𝗲 𝗧𝗿𝗲𝗲𝘀 & 𝗦𝗵𝗿𝘂𝗯𝘀
Have you ever battled scale insects? This includes soft scale, kermes scale, bark scale, 
armored scale and pit scale. People often think they have a fungal disease on the plant, as 
some young scale insects can be white and fluffy and look like powdery mildew. Some species 
of scale secrete a sticky honeydew that may look troubling. With about 8,000 scale species, 
the chances are high that you have either encountered or battled these critters. -CK

This resource from Purdue University is thorough and includes pictures:
https://extension.entm.purdue.edu/publications/E-29.pdf 

Here's another resource from Wisconsin University:
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/scale-insects/

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
July 1 · 

Violets are important from feeding the bees  in early spring to now on hosting the Fritillary 
butterflies .  Don’t think of it as a weed!

Extension Master Gardener
June 2 · 

𝗖𝗼𝗺𝗺𝗼𝗻 𝗕𝗹𝘂𝗲 𝗩𝗶𝗼𝗹𝗲𝘁𝘀 𝗚𝗼𝗼𝗱 𝗳𝗼𝗿 𝗙𝗿𝗶𝘁𝗶𝗹𝗹𝗮𝗿𝘆 𝗕𝘂𝘁𝘁𝗲𝗿𝗳𝗹𝗶𝗲𝘀
"With over 500 species of violets worldwide and at least 87 species in North America, violets 
are tough plant… See more
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NC butterflies ID help is at https://files.nc.gov/.../FIELD_ID_SHEET_Common...
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Extension Master Gardener
June 14 · 

𝐃𝐞𝐦𝐨𝐧𝐬𝐭𝐫𝐚𝐭𝐢𝐧𝐠 𝐏𝐥𝐚𝐧𝐭 𝐑𝐞𝐚𝐜𝐭𝐢𝐨𝐧𝐬 𝐭𝐨 𝐓𝐨𝐮𝐜𝐡 

>>A remarkable study led by Washington State University has unveiled that even in the 
absence of nerves, plants can perceptively sense touch and its cessation.

This discovery centers around the experiments in which individual plant cells displayed a 
noticeable reaction to the delicate touch of a fine glass rod. These cells responded by 
transmitting slow calcium signals to their neighboring cells.<< ~rce 

𝐏𝐫𝐞𝐬𝐬 𝐑𝐞𝐥𝐞𝐚𝐬𝐞 
https://news.wsu.edu/.../plants-can-distinguish-when.../

EARTH.COM

Plants can sense when something touches them, despite not having nerves
Plants can sense when something touches them, despite not having nerves • Earth.com
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Stokes County Cooperative Extension
June 29 · 

Are you interested in learning more about the process of fermenting foods and how to make 
your own? Join us for one of our upcoming classes on the basics of fermenting foods! We are 
offering this class in several locations. The cost is $10. 
Registration is required.
Register at go.ncsu.edu/stokesfermentation

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 29 · 

Garden progress at the First Step Child Care is looking great! This is their first garden!! The kids 
helped plant it, then will pick it and eat it!  Their teachers are so excited to teach them where food 
really comes from! 

First Step Child Care
June 21 · 

Though we may not be enjoying all of this rain the garden most certainly is!! We have officially 
picked our first handful of snap peas, we have lots of tomatoes growing in nicely, our first 
green beans are developing, kale is almost ready. The zucchini is growing rapidly with tons of 
blossoms and the carrots are coming in beautifully as well.

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 29 · 

The garden is planted and now you can sit back and relax, right? No, it is time to protect that 
effort against the pests that can harm, even destroy, your plants! First thing we will cover is the 
Squash Vine Borer. This article has 2 great links to help, too.  

PENDER.CES.NCSU.EDU

Act Now to Protect Squash Plants From Vine Borer
Written by: Charlotte Glen, Horticulture Agent Have you ever ventured into
the garden in early summer and found your squash or zucchini plants have
collapsed, seemingly overnight? If so, you know firsthand how destructive…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 29 · 

Don't forget today is the Walnut Cove Farmers market!

FACEBOOK.COM

www.facebook.com
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"Pollinator Week was initiated and is managed by Pollinator Partnership for 15 years now. 
Pollinator Week has grown into an international celebration, promoting the valuable ecosystem 
services provided by bees, birds, butterflies, bats, beetles, moths, wasps, and flies."  - Pollinator 
Partnership

Check out their website, their wonderful posters and great information!

The Pollinator Partnership
March 23 · 

We are excited to announce that the #PollinatorWeek website has been updated and is NOW 
LIVE! Visit our website to download the official 2023 Pollinator Week logos and social media 
graphics, register your activities on the new event map, and download our toolkits and 
educational resources at https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator-week.
•
Registration is also now open for the Pollinator Power Party 2023! This fun, free public event 
brings world-class scientists and speakers to boardrooms & living rooms across the globe. 
Register now for this fun event taking place during Pollinator Week at 
https://www.eprievents.com/.../websitePage:2464e628-6bbf....
•
#PowerinPollinators #pollinator #pollinators #bee #bees #butterflies #birds #hummingbirds 
#bats #moths #wasps #flies #beetles #flowers #pollinatorgarden #pollinatorhabitat 
#pollinatorconservation
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NGB.ORG

Flower Power in the Pollinator Victory Garden
Flowers are some of the most important food sources for pollinators. Pollinator garden with go…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 17 · 

Homegrown National Park
June 15 · 

Create a Homegrown National Park® on your patio or balcony!
Download the Guide for Your Ecoregion: tinyurl.com/hnpContainer

  

Do you know someone who would love to contribute, but "only" has a patio or balcony? Let 
them know how much potential they actually have!

GUIDES TO CONTAINER GARDENING WITH KEYSTONES
Keystone native plants not only add beauty to your outdoor space but also support local 
ecosystems and require less maintenance. Whether you're a seasoned gardener or just 
starting out, these plants are a great choice for small spaces.

WHAT IS A KEYSTONE PLANT?
Keystones are the most productive plants for the most product insects!

Doug Tallamy's research has shown that a few genera of native plants form the backbone of 
local ecosystems, particularly in terms of producing the food that fuels insects. By planting 
JUST ONE of these keystone plants you can help restore native biodiversity.

PLANTING BY ECOREGION
Ecoregions are particularly useful for geographically grouping native keystone plants. 

In some cases, the plants for your ecoregion may not line up with your State’s listing of native 
plants but will perform as a keystone plant. 

If, however, you prefer to plant by your state’s native plant listing, please refer to the NATIVE 
PLANTS FINDER: homegrownnationalpark.org/native-plants-finder/

    

START A NEW 𝗛𝗔𝗕𝗜𝗧AT®
ON THE MAP
Add your native plantings to the HNP MAP to become part of the largest cooperative 
conservation project to regenerate biodiversity ever attempted!
map.homegrownnationalpark.org
.
.
.
#homegrownnationalpark #plantnative #regeneratebiodiversity #containergardening 
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 17 · 

The Xerces Society
June 16 · 

It's firefly season! Summer brings flashing bioluminescent lights to dark skies. Who wouldn't 
be mesmerized? The U.S. is home to over 150 species of fireflies. Help us conserve them by 
observing responsibly. 

While watching lightning bugs, stay on trails and out of habitat. Wingless juveniles and 
females stay low to the ground and we don't want to step on them. Keep it dark. Fireflies use 
their lights to communicate and court mates, which will be disrupted by flashlights and other 
competing light sources. Use dim red lights, and only as much as you need to safely move 
around. Don't spray insect repellent near fireflies. Stay quiet. And let these little insects fly 
freely. Watch but don't catch. No one wants to be disturbed while trying to mate. Enjoy 
respectfully! 

Learn more at

XERCES.ORG

Firefly Tourism | Xerces Society
Firefly tourism is a quickly growing industry in the U.S. While this can be a boon to local ec…

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 17 · 

FRI, JUN 23

Parks and Recreation Meetup Hike
1258 Flinchum Rd, Danbury, NC 27016
32 people interested

Interested

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

N.C. Cooperative Extension, Forsyth County Center
June 11 · 

Rudbeckia is a perennial that often spreads in the garden. It can easily be divided and shared 
with other gardeners. Rudbeckia is blooming now and will continue to flower through the 
summer. For more photos of what's blooming and information on where to find these plants, 
visit our website: https://forsyth.ces.ncsu.edu/whats-in-bloom

22

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

We visited both our Stokes Childcare Gardens gardening projects on Jun 6th. It was so exciting to 
see their gardens in Walnut Cove and Germanton! Here is a post by First Step Child Care in 
Germanton showing off starting their first year in gardening!

First Step Child Care
June 4 · 

Update 6.4.2023 Children's Garden's at FSCC.  I see many blooms this afternoon.  Just look 
at how great the kids zucchini, yellow squash, tomatoes, carrots, potatoes, herbs, sweet peas, 
green beans and flowers are doing.  I found many blooms this afternoon.  They are going to be 
so excited.

+14

22

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

First Step Child Care
May 30 · 

Childrenaregreat
imitatorssogivethem
somethinggreattoimitate
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Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

It is exciting now that the Farmers Markets are open with local grown or locally made items! Follow 
them to stay informed, especially to know about evening markets!  

Walnut Cove Farmers Market is at Cove Square.
June 7 · Walnut Cove, NC, United States · 

Tomorrow is a big day! Join us from 11 AM to 1 PM at Cove Square to get your locally grown 
produce, flowers, chicken and quail eggs, hand-crafted art, and salves! We will have a berry 
delicious food demonstration and tasting 
Our first evening market will also be from 4:30-6:30 PM, just before the Concerts in the Cove!

11

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

Gloria Zabela Polakof Master Gardeners
June 11 · 

James Polakof,PhD
June 10 · 

Help Mother Nature by planting diverse species of plants and trees. #drjamespolakof 
#mothernature #helpingnature  #wildlifeonearth #quality

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

Here's a wonderful project that the Durham County EMGVs did recently.

NC State Extension Master Gardener Volunteers, Durham County
June 7 · 

On Thursday, June 1st, Durham County EMGVs installed a new container crevice garden at 
Cocoa Cinnamon on Foster/Geer streets in Durham. The garden is composed of… See more

+3

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 12 · 

NC State Extension
June 8 · 

What do you call them, fireflies or lightning bugs? 

As it turns out, the little luminaries are not flies or bugs at all. In this episode of Homegrown, 
we a… See more

0:00 / 2:35

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Annual event!

Cooperative Extension at A&T
April 26 · 

It’s nearly time for Small Farms Field Day 2023 with @ncatextension!
Thurs., June 15
8 am -1 pm
Vegetable production | Cover crops| poultry research unit tour |… See more

Stokes Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Association
June 4 · 

Thanks to Surry County for offering this workshop!

Yveddi Pilot Mountain Senior Center
June 1 · 
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